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The political and artistic 
worlds came together Sunday, 
Aug. 3 to celebrate the VIP 
Grand Opening of the new 
Boss Academy at 782 Main St. 
The former site of the old Han-
son Grange building now fea-
tures a state-of-the-art build-
ing and Boss lined the street 
across from the Hanson Police 
Station for the day with signs 
and balloons in her signature 
Pulsar Pink.

She knows how to make 
an entrance. 

Refreshments for the oc-
casion included a candy buffet 
and six dozen cupcakes in the 
studio colors of pink, white 
and black.

Since the studio had been 
bursting at the seams at the 
1280 Main St. plaza  — and 
considering the time she and 
her husband state Rep. Geoff 
Diehl, R-Whitman, have spent 
in planning the new facil-
ity, there has been no time for 
opening day jitters.

They looked at several 
Hanson locations and had ini-
tially planned to renovate the 
old Grange Hall when they 
bought the property.

“It was too expensive to 
take everything up to code,” 
said Boss about the initial ef-
fort to salvage the old build-
ing. “We tried to. … I had an 
architect design the whole lay-
out and in the end it just ...”

The Historical Society 
was invited to take what they 
wanted from it before the old 
Grange Hall was razed this 
past winter.

“There’s a whole bunch of 
things involved in it that I nev-
er knew until I started,” Boss 
said of the building process. 
“Now I could advise some-
body else, and I’m willing to 
do that.”

She has told Town Ad-
ministrator Ron San Angelo 
that Hanson needs a business 
mentoring group for the “nitty 
gritty” of how one gets things 
done to build a business in 
Hanson. She has run her studio 
in town for 12 years and was 
still learning new things.

“In the end it was so worth 
it,” she said of the process. 
“We need new business in 
Hanson.”

Now it’s down to the busi-
ness of the arts. Classes got 
back down to work on Mon-
day, Aug. 4, after a hiatus in 
July for the move.

“I just want to start work-
ing,” Boss said Friday, Aug. 

1. “Taking my experience as 
a performer and teacher and 
coming here, I really believe 
that to make it in the business 
— having made it in the busi-
ness — that you have to have 
dance, acting and voice. But 
you don’t muddy it up.”

She stresses a focus on 
one discipline per class, never 
mixing dance with voice, for 
example, to ensure stronger 
training as professional class-
es are done in New York.

“It’s like a spice,” she said. 
“If you put too many spices 
together, it waters everything 
down.”

A graduate of New York 
University, Boss has been 
a Broadway performer (in 
a revival of  “Cabaret” and 
“Lamb Chop on Broadway,” 
with puppeteer Shari Lewis) 
and later moved to Los Ange-
les where she worked in TV 
(“The X Show” on F/X) and 
film before becoming a book-
ing agent for television shows, 
including Season One of CBS’ 
“Big Brother.” She main-
tains her union membership 
in Actors’ Equity, the Screen 
Actors’ Guild and American 
Federation of Television and 
Radio Artists (SAG-AFTRA).

Before entering politics, 
Diehl was a writer-producer 
in Los Angeles and still writes 
the studio’s shows.

“I know what it takes to 
make it,” she said. “I stay true 
to the art form with strong 
teachers.”

That professional ap-
proach also informed her 
building design.

Dance and acting studio 
floors are cushioned for ease 
on performers’ joints. One 
dance studio also features a 
rubber-based surface dancers 
encounter at competitions. The 
slower surface affects dancers’ 
timing in making their turns. 
Voice rooms are small for ac-
custics and are soundproof. 
And there is finally enough 
storage room for the props and 
costumes they decided to keep 
after the move.

“This has been a long 
process, but a great process,” 
Boss said during a combined 
ground-breaking (which was 
never done due to the winter’s 
harsh weather) and ribbon-
cutting ceremony. “I can’t wait 
for everybody to start to sing 

and act and dance.” 
Among the dignitaries at-

tending Sunday’s event were 
the full Board of Selectmen;  
Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Ruth Gilbert-Whitner; state 
Rep. Josh Cutler, D-Duxbury; 
state Sen. Thomas Kennedy, 

D-Brockton; Republican can-
didates — Viola Ryerson, 
seeking a state Senate seat, 
and Joseph Tricelli, who is 
running for regsister of pro-
bate — former Bridgewater 
Savings Bank official June 
Goguen, who served as the 
project loan officer; contrac-
tor C.A. Rawlins; South Shore 
Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Peter Forman and Boss 
Academy videographer Joe 
Goldsbury.

Cutler read a citation from 
the General Court arranged by 
him and Diehl, followed by 
brief remarks by Kennedy.

“We love businesses like 
this,” Kennedy said. “Part of 
every young person’s life … 
should be involved in a circle 
with dance, with play, with 
sports and with family and 
friends.”
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“It’s time for a 
Tax Break!”

Take advantage of the 
Sales Tax Holiday 

Saturday, Aug. 16th. 

For over 65 Years!

Celebrating 65 Years!
Celebrating 65 Years!

PLUS
We would like to 
extend to you a 

10% 
savings on all 
merchandise...

Saturday Only!

continued from page one

Curtain rises on new Boss Academy location

Above, parents snap photos 
as children twirl on a dance 
room's cushioned floor. At 
right, girls dance in the acting 
studio in hopes the camera will 
show them on the TV screen. 
Far right, a row of signs direct-
ed visitors.            Photos by Tracy Seelye

Time is running out to 
get your tickets for the Aug. 
8 comedy show to benefit the 
Whitman Food Pantry. 

Jimmy Keys, interna-
tionally known musical im-
pressionist and comedian 
is coming to the Knights of 
Columbus to entertain at 8:30 
p.m. with his incredible show 

which includes some unbe-
lievable piano playing. 

There will be snacks 
provided during a 6:45 p.m. 
cocktail hour (or bring your 
own) and coffee and desert 
after the show. The show will 
start at 8 p.m. with trivia and 
prizes and there will be lots of 
great raffle prizes. Tickets are 

moving fast so don’t wait too 
long. 

You can get your tickets 
for only $25 per person at 
Duval’s Pharmacy in Whit-
man or by calling Bob at 781-
974-8398.

Jimmy Keys comedy show aids Whitman Pantry




